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FEDERAL Member for Dawson George Chris-
tensen arranged a meeting between Keswick 
Island Progress Association (KIPA) and Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) 
representatives last week to discuss the envi-
ronmental damage to the coral reefs surround-
ing the island.

“On Friday last week, I met with the CEO and 
key staff of GBRMPA alongside members of the 
Keswick Island Progress Association to share 
concerns over impacts on the Marine Park as-
sociated with works on Keswick Island,” Mr 
Christensen said.

“I also outlined the situation again and called 
for action from the Queensland Labor Govern-
ment during a speech in Parliament on Wednes-
day. “During our meeting on Friday, we dis-
cussed a range of issues, but particularly around 
sediment runoff going straight into the ocean 
from works on the island that I do not think had 
approval. 

“The residents showed footage to GBRMPA 
and myself of corals close to the island complete-
ly smothered in this sediment.

“I think GBRMPA were alarmed, but rightly 
told us that the State Labor Government was 
responsible for policing this on an island they 
essentially own.

“They were concerned enough to indicate 
that they would write to the State Government 
asking for the matter to be investigated.

kContinues on page 11
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Landry in Canberra discussing local issues
MICHELLE Landry will be in Canberra 

this week where she will be discuss-
ing local issues with her colleagues.

“This week I announced along with Min-
ister Keith Pitt an inquiry into the financial 
sectors treatment of Australia’s export indus-
tries,” Mrs Landry said.

“This will be key in making sure that local 
jobs in Capricornia are protected and not made 
redundant by corporate activism,” she said.

“Also below are some figures that point out 
clearly the benefits of Urannah Dam, these fig-
ures unlike the fly-in fly-out activists who rally 
against it are not going anywhere.

Mrs Landry said Facebook’s ban of news 
content is a kick in the guts for regional media 
outlets and for rural communities who rely on 
the platform for information.

“The Federal Government will not be intim-
idated by the actions of a private company,” she 
said.

“We are committed to enacting the ‘News 
Media Bargaining Code’ which is now in the 
Senate.

She said it is important Australia has a di-
verse and well resourced news media sector 
which is a critical part of our democracy and 
vitally important to the Australian people.

“We are also encouraged by further deals 
between Google and news organisations with 
News Corp now joining Seven West Media and 
Nine in signing letters of intent with Google.

The Federal Government is proceeding with 
its world-leading mandatory code which ad-
dresses the significant bargaining power im-
balance between news media businesses and 
digital platforms.

“We are putting the tools in place to address 
the bargaining power imbalance and provide 
an opportunity for news media businesses to 
be fairly remunerated for the content they gen-
erate and from which digital platforms benefit.

Mrs Landry said Urannah Dam will deliver 
$2 for every $1 spent regardless of what the ac-
tivists say.

“The Urannah Dam will bring immense eco-
nomic benefits to the region. I have been fight-
ing for Urannah Dam for a long time and so far 
we have delivered.

“The dam will be great for the resources in-
dustry and for the agriculture sector.

Interested people can sign the petition and 
support the project at www.buildurannah.
com. 

As part of Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month Mrs Landry said the Australian Gov-
ernment will provide a further $1m to Ovarian 
Cancer Australia’s Teal Support Program for 
their work supporting those living with ovar-
ian cancer.

“This reaffirms our commitment to ensur-
ing women with ovarian cancer in Australia 
know more about the symptoms and risks of 
this condition so they can get the treatment, 
information and support they need now and 
into the future.

Mrs Landry said last week she welcomed an 

inquiry into the financial sector’s treatment of 
Australia’s export industries

“The resources sector will be a key focus 
of this inquiry that will look into recent an-
nouncements by some banks and superannua-
tion companies that they will withdraw invest-
ment support for the coal industry.

“As your local member I will not stand by 
while legitimate industries like coal mining, 
which last year alone provided $5 billion in 
royalties to help governments fund the ser-
vices and infrastructure Australians rely on, 
is held back by what can only be described as 
corporate activism.

“The resources industry also employs thou-
sands, in fact the number of Australians em-
ployed in coal mining increased by 22% in the 
three months to November to reach a nine year 
high, and 264,000 people are employed across 
the whole resources sector, up nearly 10%.

“I believe it is only fair that banks, superan-
nuation companies and other financial institu-
tions that are withdrawing investment in sec-
tions of the resource sector explain to all those 
men and women why their jobs are not worth 
supporting.

Mrs Landry said it is shocking and sad that 
youth suicide remains the biggest killer of 
young Australians aged between 15-24.

“It is essential that we work together as a na-
tion and as a community to do what we can to 
end the tragedy of youth suicide.

This week marked the launch of the End 
Youth Suicide Campaign led by Youth In-
search, an organisation who over the years has 
helped more than 32,000 young Australians 

turn their life around, including thousands at 
risk of suicide.

“This campaign is about encouraging our 
young people to speak out and seek help if 
they’re doing it tough because there is so much 
support out there and as Australians we all 
have a responsibility to spread this important 
message.

Community Organisations in Capricornia 
are being invited to form a partnership to tack-
le drugs and alcohol with funding from the 
Federal Government.

Applications are now open for registration 
of new Local Drug Action Teams (LDAT) to 
prevent and minimise harm from new LDAT’s 
are now open on the LDAT Community Hub 
www.community.adf.org.au. 

“It gives me great pleasure to let you know 
that applications for the ‘Saluting Their Ser-
vice’ Commemorative Grants Program are 
now open, I have seen first hand the amazing 
work that results from this grant funding.

“Capricornia has a rich military history and 
each year this community does what it can to 
ensure we remember those who served and 
their efforts in defending our nation and its 
allies. 

“Commemoration is at the heart of our com-
munity, something we see on display each An-
zac Day and Remembrance Day and I encour-
age organisations to apply for funding through 
the ‘Saluting Their Service’ Commemorative 
Grants Program.

For more information including access to 
the guidelines and how to apply visit the online 
Community Grants Hub.

MICHELLE Landry this week announced an inquiry into the financial sectors of Australia’s 
export industries. PHOTO: Supplied

sReduced camping fees to increase demand

kFrom page 1
“GBRMPA representatives also said they 

were going to have their investigation team 
look over the sediment issue, in case there 
were any GBRMPA breaches.” 

Mr Christensen outlined the issue of sedi-
ment runoff impacting the marine park dur-
ing a speech in Parliament on Wednesday.

“It seems a hillside on the Island has been 
excavated to provide fill for road construc-
tion on the Island,” he said.

“It also seems that, on one road, soil and 
rubbish have been pushed between exist-
ing rocks to make the road but residents tell 
me that much of this appears to have been 
washed straight into the ocean during the 
next high tide with continuous erosion oc-
curring ever since.

“In one photo residents showed me it ap-
pears that there is a large sediment plume 
from Keswick Island going out into the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park.”

Keswick Island Progress Association said 
they were given the opportunity to present 
their concerns about the environmental deg-
radation of the fringing reefs off Keswick Is-
land.

“We greatly appreciate the continued sup-
port from the Federal Member for Dawson, 
George Christensen and the time taken by 
GBRMPA representatives to hear our con-
cerns about the Keswick Island reef envi-
ronment,” KIPA committee member Craig 
Gilberd said.

GBRMPA CEO, Josh Thomas, explained 
the jurisdiction and responsibility of GBRM-
PA to both the KIPA committee and Mr 
Christensen during the meeting.

“It is disappointing to learn that respon-
sibility for the welfare and protection of the 
Great Barrier Reef areas that surround most 
Queensland islands, ports and other internal 
state waters is with the Queensland State 
Government and the Queensland Depart-
ment of Environment and Science,” he said.

“Their track record, and that of the De-
partment of Resources in addressing envi-
ronmental breaches by head lease holders on 
Queensland Crown Land is abysmal.

The underwater video footage, taken by Dr 
James Asbury, clearly shows the destruction 
to the surrounding coral reefs and seagrass 
beds. 

“This continues to occur with every show-
er of rain on Keswick Island. While our vari-
ous State government agencies charged with 
the protection of the reef continue to pass 
the buck to Federal authorities rather than 
ensuring the head leaseholder addresses the 
issues,” Mr Gilberd said.

“Dr Asbury's video footage of coral and 
seagrass destruction along with images of 
silt plumes should have prompted the De-
partment of Environment to initiate a more 
thorough investigation of the marine envi-
ronment of Keswick Island,” he said.

“In our opinion, this continues to be an 
abrogation of responsibility by the Queens-
land State Government and the Queensland 
Department of Environment and Science to 
protect pristine, World Heritage areas.

KIPA said they do welcome the news that 
GBRMPA will conduct their own investiga-
tion of the sediment runoff and damage to 
the marine environment of Keswick Island. 

“This will continue to shine a light on the 
unwillingness of the head leaseholder, China 
Bloom (Hong Kong) Ltd and their develop-
er, Greaton Developments Pty Ltd to comply 
with Local, State and Federal Legislation and 
Regulations.

On a more positive note, the change in 
management on Keswick Island has been 
welcomed by KIPA. 

“Although it is early days, the improved 
communication and co-operation with resi-
dents and sublessees is evident. We look for-
ward to continuing to grow a more positive 
relationship with Scott and his team,” Mr 
Gilberd said.

COUNCIL is reducing the cost to camp at 
Ball Bay and St Helen’s Beach camping re-
serves.

Visitors will notice a 44 per cent reduc-
tion in fees across the two sites, with the 
cost of a daily site reducing from $27 per 
night to $15 per night and the weekly fee 
dropping from $156 to $87.

Mayor Greg Williamson said council 
hoped that the reduction in fees would en-
courage more locals and visitors to enjoy 
the facilities and get back to nature.

“In 2016 council introduced a reduced fee 
structure for self-contained RVs at Mirani 
Caravan Park for a 12-month period, which 

proved so successful in attracting visitors 
that it was adopted permanently,” Mayor 
Williamson said.

“We hope to achieve a similar result at 
Ball Bay and St Helen’s Beach camping re-
serves,” he said.

“It is important that visitors see the sites 
as great value for money and the reduced 
fee structure will help the sites become 
more attractive options with the low-cost 
RV market, while also encouraging longer 
stays.

“The camping industry injects more than 
$10 billion into the Australian economy 
annually and there is a real opportunity to 

capture a greater share of this market, es-
pecially with Tourism Australia’s ‘Holiday 
Here This Year’ campaign gaining traction 
across the country.”

The prices to stay at Seaforth and Mirani 
camping reserves will not change as they 
offer a superior range of facilities such as 
hot showers, kitchens, dump points, play-
grounds and on-site camp managers.

The changes to the Ball Bay and St Hel-
en’s Beach camping reserves will come into 
effect from Thursday, February 25, 2021.

For more details on how to book into one 
of the region’s camping sites visit www.
mackay.qld.gov.au/camping. 


